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Indian religious history. From his lips flowed grace, warmth,
humanity. The dread caverns of a gloomy Hinduism were
to him as far removed from the Aryan's true feelings as the
twilight of the gods from the birth of Venus. He wanted
men to live and love, not to moan and despair. And so he
preached a power that smiled on all human hopelessness.
Fatalism was never meant to grip and chill the heart of man.
Rehgion was but a bright, joyous loving; a complete devotion
to a god that yearned to aid and to bless. Kabir's pen aided
his preaching. He had half of India at his feet.
One of his most ardent disciples was Nanak. It is not
known whether Nanak ever met Kabir in the flesh, but
certainly the influence of the latter on the founder of the Sikh
religion was beneficially permanent.
Perhaps it never entered Nanak's head to form a new
religion. All he wanted to do was to spread the vitality and
sincerity of Kabir's new Hinduism. But there were subtle
differences in the two men Kabir was the compelling
visionary; Nanak the serious Puritan. The one desired a
joyous love, the other a deep, earnest faithfulness. Both were
averse to the outworn Brahmamsm of their day, but while
Kabir wished to put in its place purity, love and devotion
to a personal god, Nanak was more interested in arming
men against sloth, indifference and insincerity. The founder of
Sikhism had an idea of a personal god, but he was more an
Amos than an Isaiah. His god was less genial and possibly
more shadowy than that of Kabir, although the profundity
of his zeal was unmatched by any other.
Kabir's reformed sects grew; so did those of Nanak; but,
while after his death Kabir's followers gradually sank back
into the apathy of a non/active Brahmamsm, Nanak's con/
tinued to grow in difference from Hinduism until they
discovered themselves to be a brand/new religion.
Such being its origin it is not surprising to find that Sikhism
retains the fundamentals of Hinduism. It believes in Karma
and rebirth. The fact that one of the songs which make up